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Call for Sites Submission Form

Call for Sites
Falkirk Council is carrying out a Call for Ideas and Sites between Friday 24 January 2025 and Friday 02 May 2025 to inform the preparation of the Falkirk Local Development Plan 3 (LDP3). This new plan will cover the 10 year period from 2028 to 2038 and will be the first prepared by the Council under the planning reforms introduced by the Planning (Scotland) Act 2019. It will set out a new long-term spatial strategy guiding growth and positive change in our communities for years to come. 
Through the Call for Sites, we are inviting developers, landowners and their agents to suggest sites they would like to be considered for future allocation in LDP3 or propose an alternative use to an existing allocated site. The Call for Sites is not limited to suggestions for housing sites. Sites for employment, retail, leisure, tourism, community infrastructure and other types of development can also be submitted. If the site is already an allocated site in the current local development plan (LDP2), and has not commenced, you should still make a submission as all allocated sites need to be reassessed. We will pay particular attention to allocated sites where there is no extant planning permission as of 1 January 2025, and sites with extant consents but where no demonstrable progress has been made towards implementation.
You do not need to own a site to make a submission, but you should inform the landowner of your proposals before a site is submitted.
Submissions to the Call for Sites should have regard to the Falkirk LDP3 Evidence Report and Scotland's National Planning Framework 4 (NPF4). Both are key reference documents for your submission. The Evidence Report is an overview of key evidence relating to the preparation of LDP3 and the direction of its spatial strategy, detailed policies and proposals. NPF4 has national planning polices, and associated outcomes, which the preparation of LDP3 must take into account and which any potential new allocations must clearly address.
We need complete, accurate and timely information to consider a site. Failure to provide this information, including necessary technical assessments, will prejudice the consideration of the site through the site assessment process. The information should also be proportionate to the size and complexity of the proposed development. Submissions for large sites will be expected to provide a commensurate level of detail on the proposed development, its impacts and deliverability.
Please read all parts of this form first before considering and making a submission to the Call for Sites. The form asks for information about the site including contact details, an accurate location, a map of the site boundaries, current uses, proposed uses, technical assessments and information on the site’s benefits, phasing and deliverability.
How do I Submit a Site? 
You should complete this form and submit it with all attachments by email to Falkirk Council’s Development Planning Team at ldp@falkirk.gov.uk and no later than  Friday 02 May 2025. Emails and attachments must have a file size of less than 35 megabytes (MB).  
You must complete a separate form for each site submission.
Next Steps
We will send an email acknowledgement on receipt of your submission. Please note we may contact you to clarify your submission or request further information at any time.
Following the Call for Sites exercise, we intend to publish the details of site submissions and invite public comment as part of the Strategy and Site Choices Consultation later in the year. After that, we will undertake assessment of the sites using the site assessment methodology outlined in Chapter 011 of the Falkirk LDP3 Evidence Report. A Site Assessment Report will be published alongside the Proposed Plan.

Your Privacy 
Your privacy is important to us and a specific Privacy Notice is available, detailing what information we collect from you, what we do with it, and who it might be shared with for the purposes of the Local Development Plan. 
Question 1: Do you consent to the information you provide being used as set out in the specific Privacy Notice? If you choose "I/We do NOT consent", please do not complete and submit the form. We cannot accept your submission unless you give us your consent. 
	☐  I/We do consent

	☐  I/We do NOT consent


Contact Details
This section of the Call for Sites Submission Form is to help us establish whether you are the landowner, developer, planning consultant, land agent or other and to obtain the relevant contact details.
Question 2: Please provide your contact information. 
Your full name
	



The name of your company or organisation (if applicable)
	



Your correspondence address (including postcode)
	



Your email address
	



Your contact telephone number 
	





Contact Details Continued 
Question 3: What is your role or interest in the site? You can choose more than one answer. 
	  ☐  I/we are a landowner of the site

	  ☐  I/we are the prospective developer of the site

	  ☐  I/we are the planning consultant or land agent

	  ☐  Other



If you selected ‘Other’, please specify below:
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Question 4: Are you representing a developer, landowner or other organisation?
	[bookmark: _Hlk186791446]  ☐  Yes

	  ☐  No 



Question 5: If you answered “yes” to are you representing a developer, landowner or other organisation, please provide their contact details below. If you answered “no”, please skip this question and go straight to Question 6. 
The name of the developer, landowner or other organisation that you are representing
	



Their correspondence address (including postcode)
	



Their correspondence email address
	





Landowner Engagement 
Question 6: Have you notified the landowner(s) of your intention to submit the site to the Call for Sites?
	  ☐  Yes

	  ☐  No 



Question 7: If there is any formal agreement (such as an option or partnership agreement) in place to sell or develop the land? If so, please give details including the expiry date of the formal agreement and (if applicable) the name of the developer(s) that are signatory to the agreement. 
	





Site Details
This section of the Call for Sites Submission Form requires information on the location, size, boundaries, current and intended use of the site you are suggesting.
Question 8: Where is the site? Please state the site address. If no address is available, you can describe the site's location (for example, to the north of Watson Place, Glasgow Road, Longcroft) or give us a what3words location of the site.
	



Question 9: What are the boundaries of the site? Please provide a map, in pdf format, showing the site boundary clearly marked in red on a suitably scaled Ordnance Survey base (see example shown below). The map should be supplied as an attachment to your submission. Ideally, a GIS version of the site boundary should also be supplied. We accept a GIS polygon in the ESRI shapefile (.shp) or GeoJSON (.geojson) file format. 
The site boundary should include all land which you want to be considered and should include adjacent land required for access or servicing.
[image: A made up example of a location plan is shown below. ]


Site Details Continued 
Question 10: What is the estimated area of the site in hectares?
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Question 11: What is the current land use(s) of the site?
	



Question 12: What is the proposed land use(s) of the site?
	



Question 13: If the proposed land use is for housing, then please indicate the proposed tenure, type and number of units e.g. 150 houses for private sale and 20 flats for affordable housing.  
	



Question 14: Is the site brownfield, greenfield or a mixture of brownfield and greenfield land? This question relates to NPF4 Policy 9. NPF4's glossary defines brownfield land as "land which has previously been developed. The term may cover vacant or derelict land, land occupied by redundant or unused buildings and developed land within the settlement boundary where further intensification of use is considered acceptable." Please choose only one answer. 
	  ☐  Brownfield land

	  ☐  Greenfield land

	  ☐  A mixture of brownfield and greenfield land 



Question 15: Will the proposed development re-use existing buildings? If so, please give details. This question also links to NPF4 Policy 9.
	





Site Details Continued 
Question 16: If the proposed land is for, or includes, a non-residential use(s) such as commercial, leisure, employment and community, please specify the use(s) together with its approximate, gross external floorspace e.g. Class 2 retail - 300sqm.
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Question 17: Please summarise the relevant planning history of the site (if any). You should include relevant planning application reference numbers if known. These reference numbers may be found by searching the Council's online planning application and enforcement register.
	


Masterplanning  
We would expect an indicative masterplan to be provided for a major residential development (of 50 or more homes or of a site 2 hectares or more) or for smaller developments in sensitive locations. A masterplan or layout needs to be consistent with the six qualities of successful places to support high quality design and placemaking in Falkirk and also the integrated delivery of sustainable, liveable and productive places described by NPF4. The Scottish Government’s Planning Advice Note 83 pre-dates NPF4 but is still useful guidance for masterplanning a site. The below question links with several NPF4 policies, including Policy 14 in particular.
Question 18: Has an indicative masterplan or layout been prepared for the site’s proposed development? If so, please give details and provide a copy of the masterplan or layout with your submission. 
	





Landscape and Visual Impacts
SG09 Landscape Character Assessment and Landscape Designations provides information on forces for change, sensitivities and development guidance for all Landscape Character Areas in the Falkirk Council area. Chapter 005 of the Falkirk LDP3 Evidence Report provides useful information for those submitting a site that includes designated Green Belt. The following question broadly links with NPF4 Policies.
Question 19: Has a recent landscape assessment been carried out to assess the landscape and visual impacts of the site's proposed development? If so, please state the name and date of the assessment (or similar document) and a brief summary of the issues identified and proposed mitigations. You should also provide a copy of the assessment (or similar document) with your submission.
	





Ground Conditions
Most of the Council area is in a development at risk area because of past coal mining activity. The Mining Remediation Authority (formerly the Coal Authority) has produced a detailed interactive map showing the range of coal related hazards in the area. The ground conditions of a site could also be affected by geology, topography, hydrology, soil conditions, contamination, existing foundations, pipeline hazards etc. Question 20 relates to NPF4 Policy 9.
Question 20: Has a recent site investigation (such as a desk-top study and/or intrusive investigations) been carried out to assess the ground conditions of the site? If so, please state the name and date of the site investigation document  and a brief summary of the issues identified and proposed mitigations. You should also provide a copy of the site investigation document with your submission. 
	




Biodiversity
Falkirk is home to a rich variety of wildlife including habitats, plants and animals. Some of them are nationally important or threatened. At least 45 of the area’s plants and animals are UK priorities for conservation, and a further 19 are Scottish priorities. The area's priority habitats have been grouped into similar types for the purposes of producing the action plans in the Falkirk Local Biodiversity Action Plan (LBAP).
About 20% (or 6,000ha) of the area’s total land surface is a nature designation of international, national, or local importance. The extent and locations of the nature designations are shown on this map.
SG07 Biodiversity and Development and SG08 Local Nature Conservation and Geodiversity Sites may provide useful guidance and information to assist with the preparation of ecological studies. NatureScot’s SiteLink is a good resource to find out more about international and national designations.
The following question relates to NPF4 Policies 1, 3, 4, 5, 6, 8, 9, 10, 14 and 20.
Question 21: Have any recent ecological studies (such as initial habitat surveys and protected species surveys) been carried out to assess the current biodiversity value of the site and its vicinity? If so, please state the name and date of the studies and a brief summary of the issues identified and proposed mitigations. You should also provide a copy of the studies with your submission.
	





Trees, Woodland and Hedgerows
Trees, woodlands and hedgerows make a positive contribution to the landscape, character and biodiversity of our area as well as sequestering carbon. They help create distinctive and attractive places. The following question links with several NPF4 policies in particular Policy 6. Guidance on tree surveys and tree constraints plans can be found in SG10 Trees and Development.
Question 22: How would the proposed development affect existing woodlands, trees or hedgerows? Has a recent tree survey and tree constraints plan been prepared? If so, please state the name and date of tree survey and tree constraints plan (or similar document) and provide brief summary of the issues identified and proposed mitigations. A copy of the tree survey and tree constraints plan (or similar document) should also be submitted.
	





Historic Environment
Falkirk has a wealth of built and cultural heritage assets reflecting its interesting and varied history, and its location in relation to key events such as the Roman occupation of Scotland, the Jacobite rebellions of the 18th century and the Industrial Revolution. This map shows the locations of Falkirk’s designated historic environment areas and sites at the time of writing. Pastmap and CANMORE are other useful sources of information.
The following question relates to NPF4 Policy 7 and mentions “historic environment receptors”. This is a collective term for listed buildings, conservation areas, scheduled monuments, the Antonine Wall World Heritage Site and Buffer Zone, designed landscapes, battlefields, areas of townscape value, and non-designated assets such as other archaeological sites and non-listed buildings which have heritage significance.
Question 23: If applicable, has an assessment (such as an archaeological assessment or cultural heritage impact assessment) been carried out to assess the proposed development's impacts on historic environment receptors including their settings? If an assessment has been prepared, please state its name and date and provide a brief summary of the issues identified and proposed mitigations. You should provide a copy of the assessment with your submission.
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Flood Risk 
Many parts of the Falkirk Council area are at risk of coastal and/or river flooding having a hydrology dominated by the Forth Estuary and the two catchments of the Rivers Avon and Carron that flow into it. Surface water flooding is another source of flooding, affecting a substantial proportion of the area. The Council's Strategic Flood Risk Assessment acts as a screening tool to help understand whether a site needs a flood risk assessment to fully understand flood risk.
We require a flood risk assessment (FRA) to consider a site through the site assessment process, and against NPF4 Policy 22, generally in the following situations: 
· The site is close enough to a watercourse/drainage ditch that poses a realistic risk of flooding;
· Historic flooding has been recorded within the vicinity of the site; and/or 
· The SEPA flood maps, including the future flood maps, indicate the site is within a flood risk area or at risk of flooding as defined in the NPF4’s glossary.
The FRA will need to follow the Council’s Planning Application Advice on Flood Risk and Surface Water Drainage and also run scenarios using the relevant allowances as set out in the latest version of SEPA’s Climate Change Allowances for Flood Risk Assessment in Land Use Planning. Please also refer to other relevant SEPA advice and guidance on flood risk.
The following questions relate to NPF4 Policy 22.
Question 24: Is the site affected by flooding? Has a recent flood risk assessment (FRA) been prepared for the site? If so, please state the name and date of the FRA and provide a copy with your submission. 
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Question 25: If applicable, please give details as to how the site's proposed development will address the flooding issues in accordance with the NPF4 Policy 22 and its policy outcomes? 
	




Local Living and 20 Minute Neighbourhoods
20 minute neighbourhoods are a concept that is gaining attention across Scotland. They are places that enable people to access most of their daily needs within a reasonable 20 minute round trip by walking, wheeling or cycling from their own homes. The concept is supported by NPF4 and will inform how the Falkirk Local Development Plan 3 supports local living and sustainable travel through its spatial strategy, policies and proposals.
The below questions relate to NPF4 Policies 13 and 15 and the sustainable transport hierarchy. This hierarchy gives priority to walking and wheeling, followed by cycling and public transport in decision-making. The least priority is given to the private car.
Question 26: How does the site and its proposed development support the principles of local living and 20 minute neighbourhoods? Please give details.
	


	
Question 27: How will the site be serviced by safe, secure and convenient walking and cycling routes, and public transport ? Do you have any proposals to improve access by these sustainable transport modes? Please give details.
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New development can create the need to upgrade existing infrastructure, or build additional infrastructure, such as transport, drainage, sewerage, open spaces, primary healthcare and schools. NPF4 and the Scottish Government's Local Development Planning Guidance stress the need to take an infrastructure first approach to planning future development. The questions in this part of the form are to assist our consideration of the site against NPF4 Policies 1, 2, 11, 13, 14, 15, 18 19, 20 and 22.
Question 28: If you are proposing housing, is there capacity in the local secondary, primary and nursery schools to accommodate the children that will be living in the proposed development? If not, how do you propose to address the capacity issues? Chapter 006 of the Falkirk LDP3 Evidence Report provides a summary of current capacity issues and planned investment by high school cluster. This map shows the school catchments. 
	



Question 29: Have any recent transport assessment or studies been carried out to support the proposed development? If yes, please provide the name and date of the transport assessment or studies and provide a brief summary of the issues identified and proposed mitigations. You should provide a copy of the assessment or studies with your submission. 
	



Question 30: Please describe how the site will be accessed and confirm whether the land needed to provide such access is within your control or that of the intended developer.
	



Question 31: Does capacity exist in the local road network to accommodate the proposed development? Are off-site improvements to the road network required?
	





Infrastructure Continued
Question 32: What existing utilities are confirmed as being available on site or up to the site boundary? 
	  ☐  Gas

	  ☐  Electricity 

	  ☐  Mains water



Question 33: What are the site's proposed arrangements for foul and surface water drainage? Please give details.
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Question 34: How will the site's proposed development meet its energy needs from zero or low carbon sources (such as solar, wind, hydro, district heating, heat pumps etc.)?
	





Benefits of the Proposed Development
This part of the form is for you to detail the main benefits of the site’s proposed development to our communities, economy and environment. NPF4 will give some direction in considering the benefits which could include, for example:
· Community regeneration  
· Promotion, conservation and enhancement of the area’s cultural heritage assets
· Climate change mitigation, adaptation and resilience
· Improved town centre viability and vitality
· Provision of affordable housing
· Enhancement of local biodiversity, creating spaces for nature and contributing to nature networks
· Tree and woodland planting
· Active travel and public transport improvements
· Additional or enhanced community facilities
· Local job and business creation
· Use of local supply chains and services
· Community ownership and management of buildings and land

Question 35: How will the site's development create or support local jobs and businesses?
	



Question 36: NPF4 recognises Scotland is in a biodiversity crisis. How will the site's development restore, conserve and/or achieve enhancement of local biodiversity? How will the development contribute to the building and strengthening of nature networks?
	




Benefits of the Proposed Development Continued
Question 37: Both the Falkirk Forestry and Woodland Strategy and Forth Climate Forest have ambitious targets to increase tree and woodland cover in Falkirk. What are the site's development proposals for tree planting and woodland creation? Please give details.   
	



Question 38: How will the site's development mitigate climate change and achieve adaption/resilience to the effects of climate change?
	



Question 39: Please specify any other environmental, social and economic benefits of the site's development to our communities.
	





Deliverability 
The Scottish Government's Local Development Planning Guidance states that deliverability is key to effective plan-making and housing delivery. Sites need to have a realistic prospect of being developed.
The preamble to NPF4 Policy 16 states "The LDP delivery programme is expected to establish a deliverable housing land pipeline for the Local Housing Land Requirement.” The pipeline will show when land will be brought forward, with phased categorised as short (1-3 years), medium (4-6 years) and long-term (7-10 years).  It is, therefore, important you provide information on the intended phasing of housing, if applicable, and evidence that constraints can be realistically overcome.
Question 40: What evidence is there of market demand for the proposed use or uses?
	



Question 41: What is the anticipated phasing for the site's development from 2028, the year of LDP3's programmed adoption? You can choose more than one answer. 
	  ☐  Short term years 1-3  (2028/29 - 2030/31)

	  ☐  Medium term years 4-6  (2031/32 - 2033/34)

	  ☐  Long term years 7-10  (2034/35 - 2037/38)

	  ☐  More than 10 years   (2038/39 onwards)



Question 42: For housing development, please indicate the completion rate of the units from 2028. For example, 50 per year or 50 units in year 1, 45 units in year 2 etc. Please take into account the time needed to obtain any consents or agreements before a site start.
	





Deliverability Continued 
Question 43: From the following options, select all the on-site and off-site constraints to be addressed.
	  ☐  
	Availability of land for development such as ownerships, land assembly, ransom strips, active current uses etc.

	  ☐  
	Level of interest/demand such as lack of active developer interest, market demand, poor marketability etc.

	  ☐  
	Physical such as gradient, demolition, drainage, pipelines, Scottish Water mains, pylons, aspect, current and future flood risk, ground instability, contamination, high risk coal referral area, rights or wayleaves across the site etc.

	  ☐  
	Environmental protection considerations such as biodiversity, trees, woodland and hedgerows, built heritage, the Green Belt, landscape and visual impacts, air quality, noise, other amenity issues etc.

	  ☐  
	Infrastructure such as limited active travel network, limited public transport, lack of footway provision, roads, school and primary health capacity, Scottish Water connections/capacity, utilities etc.

	  ☐  
	Financial such as significant abnormal costs associated with developing the site.

	  ☐ 
	Other

	  ☐  
	None



Question 44: Please expand on the on-site and off-site constraints identified above for the proposed development and briefly explain how these are expected to be overcome.
	




Additional Information
Question 45: Please provide any information below which you feel is relevant to your submission but has not been covered by the previous sections.
	



Please send the completed form along with all attachments to ldp@falkirk.gov.uk no later than Friday 02 May 2025.

END OF FORM
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